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Abstract

A union catalog is a combined library catalog describing the collections of a number of
libraries. Union catalogs have been created in a range of media including the book format. Print
Union catalogs are typically arranged by title, author and subject. The electronic versions
typically support Keyword, Browse and Expert Search (Boolean queries).

In this paper, a brief description and history of the Union Catalog, how Universities’
Central Library and 23 University Libraries initiated this UCMAL project and a description of
the he Union Catalog is a valuable tool for researchers, librarians, students and library patrons as
it assists in locating and requesting materials from other libraries through the inter-library loan
service. They also allow researchers to search through collections to which they would not

otherwise have access.

In the paper, it will explain about Union Catalog of Myanmar Academic Libraries
(UCMAL) project which was initiated by the Universities' Central Library (UCL). It is a
combined catalog of the major University Libraries in Myanmar. Currently, the Union Catalog of
Myanmar Academic Libraries has details of more than 229,500 book titles, in Myanmar and

English, from 23 major university libraries.

Introduction

It is known that in the year 1799, during the reign of King Pa Don @ King Bodawpaya
(1781-1819) of the Konbaung dynasty who founded the golden city of Amarapura, the Venerable

Moung Htoung Sayadaw had compiled a collection of the Palm leaf manuscripts of the Pitakas.



So it shows that the Union Catalog had been in use in Myanmar Pitaka Taiks ( library of
Buddhist scriptures) since the reign of Myanmar Kings.

In the year 2000, Universities’ Central Library (UCL) started using library Automation
System (ELIB) and it was introduced to other Universities and colleges for use. In 2013 UCL
started leading all Universities and Colleges under the Ministry of Education to become a web-
based e-Catalog. Firstly, most of the University libraries in the whole country with e-Catalog
had already changed to library Automation System that is the International Standard (Machine
Readable Cataloging MARC Format.

In May 2013, two Library Automation System (e-Circulation) Training courses were
conducted at the Universities’ Central Library for librarians and library staff, one for Upper
Myanmar University libraries and one for Lower Myanmar University libraries. Altogether 98
trainees attended the courses. The syllabus included data entry, database creation, backup
system, upload system, how to connect e-book with e-Catalog etc.

The website for the UCL was launched in 2015. At the same time, the online catalog of
the Universities Central Library was included. As the UCL led this initiative, most of the
University libraries under the Ministry of Education also came to become the e-Catalog. Hence
the UCL website has been visited by over four hundred thousand people and is still being visited

now.

UCL’s Online Public Access Catalog

The Universities” Central Library has an e-Resources page to access a wide range of
Electronic Resources including Online Databases, full-text Journal articles and indexes, eBooks,

Newspapers, Magazines, etc.

e-Catalogs of the Universities' Central Library can be searched here where catalogs of a
total of 70,613 books, 23,707 Thesis and 12,731 Palm Leaves are available.

Most of the Universities and Colleges Libraries under the Ministry of Education do not

stop their work at this e-Catalog stage and also continue to establish the Union Catalog and



change over to the e-circulation system. In order to execute the change, all the librarians and
library staff have to take the course on the library Automation System (MARC Format) and e-
circulation training. In place of the traditional circulation system, the electronic circulation
system was introduced. This initiative was directed and managed by the Universities’ Central

Library.

Definition of the Union Catalog

It is a Union database of a Consortium of Libraries which provides for resource sharing
among participating member libraries. It empowers users to search the catalogs of ANY or ALL

of the libraries with a simple, but powerful web interface.

The Initiation of the Union Catalog of Myanmar Academic Libraries

The Universities” Central Library initiated the introduction of the Union Catalog. It has
been the dream of all the successive librarians that the e-Catalog from all Universities and
Colleges libraries should be compiled in one Union Catalog under the Ministry of Education.

On 15 November 2017, the UCL successfully launched the Union Catalog of Myanmar
Academic Librariest(UCMAL) at the website: www.uclmyanmar.org. The Union Catalog of
Myanmar Academic Libraries includes 23 Libraries in Myanmar. Currently, it has details of
more than 229,500 records of English and Burmese book catalogs. It offers title, author and
subject data as well as location. Keyword search and Expert search can also be used to find
books. Zawgyi Font should be used in order to search Myanmar books. Users can enquire
through email, telephone or ask a Librarian from the UCL website. Only 23 University Libraries
are included in this project but steps have been taken to invite other libraries to become
members. Hence more academic libraries are expected to join and the union catalog data will be
updated periodically.
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Search Word/Phrase :

From : Generzl Keyword - Database : Union Catalog -

L The Union Catalog of Myanmar Academic Libraries Project
{% was initiated by the Universities’ Central Library [UCL), Yangon
P '@ University Campus, Myanmar. It is a combined catalog of the

major University Libraries in Myanmar and offers title, author

and subject data as well as location. It supports browsing,
keyword searching and expert (Boolean) searches in both Myznmar and
English. The Union Catalog is a valuable tool for researchers, librarians,
students and library patrons as it assists in locating and requesting materials
from other libraries through the inter-library loan service.

Currently, the Union Catalog of Myanmar Academic Libraries has details of
more than 229,500 book titles in Myanmar and English from 23 major
university libraries.
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Bago University Library (BUL)

Yangon Technological University Library (YTU)
Yadanabon University Library (¥DBL)
University of West Yangon Library (WYu)

University of Distance Education Library, Yangon
(YUDE)

Taunggyi Univesity Library (TUL)
University of Foreign Languages , Yangon (YUFL)
University of Myitkyina Library (UMKNL)

. Mawlamyine University Library (MLM)

University of Mandalay Library (MUL)
University of East Yangon Library (EYU)

Yangon University of Economic Library (YUE)
Dawei University Library (DWUL)

University of Kalay Library (KLU}

Maubin University Library (MBU)

Myanmar Language Commission Library (MLCL)
University of Hinnthada Library (HUL)

Dagon University Library (DUL)

. University of Pyay Library (PUL)

Department of Anthropology Library, Yangon
University (DALUY)

. ¥angon University of Education Library (YUOEL)
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Call Number (950,1Th
Author [ THAW KAUNG, U Same Author b

Title [Aspects of Myanmar History and culrure /U
Imprint |Yangon Gant gaw - Myains Sarpay 2010
Physical Description | 250p, map., photos 22 cm,
Subject |y ANMAR - History Same Subjecth(200)

Same author (29)

MYANMAR - Culture Same Subjectp{5)
Accession No. |M, 88927
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’T bEQ. 1Th ‘@ Aspects of Myanmar History and culrure /U Thaw kaung |MU|-

[2B55.1Th  |[@ Aspects of Myanmar history and culture / U Thaw Kaung jarvu

’T bEB. 1Th ‘@ Aspects of Myanmar history and culture [ U Thaw Kaung |FU|-

’T bﬁg. 1ThRef: ‘@ Aspects of Myanmar history and culture /U Thaw Kaung |U“- Locat| on
[5 /B55.1Th  |[@ Aspects of Myanmar history and culture / U Thaw Kaung Jur

’T b&g. 1Th ‘@ Aspects of Myanmar history and culture /U Thaw Kaung |\’UFL

’T bEQ. 1Th ‘@ Aspects of Myanmar history and culture /U Thaw Kaung |'1'UFL

8 [25.3Ca  |® CATALOGLUE of the Burma research sodety English and Burmese Books [ compiled by U Thaw Kaung [UCL
] b95.84'|'h ‘@ From the libranian's window views of library & manuscript studies and myanmar literature /U T |YUDE

W 595.8 Th ‘@ From the librarian's window [ U Thaw Kaung |MUL
[11 [p91.09591 Th [© From the lbrarian's window views of library and manuscript studies and Myanmar literature /U JUCL
’E bQS-S Th ‘@ From the Librarian's Window: views of library & manuscript studies and Myanmar Literature fU T |WYU
’E h‘h ‘@ Myanmar Wenderland places of historical interest and scenic beauty |MLCL
[12 b10.9591Th [® Myanmar wonderland places of historical interest and scenic beauty / U Thaw Kaung Juc
’? PEQ. 1ThRef: ‘@ Myanmar wonderland: places of historical interest and scenic beauty [ U Thaw Kaung |U‘FL
,? PEQ- 1Th ‘@ Myanmar wonderland places of historical interest and scenic beauty /U Thaw Kaung |MUL
[17 Bsa.1mh |® Myanmar Wonderland / U Thaw Kaung uc
[18 Bsa.1mh |® Myanmar wonderiand / U Thaw Kaung Meu
[ 13 'p35.84Th [@ Myanmar Wonderland / U Thaw Kaung prurL

20 bsg. 1Th ‘@ Selected writings of U Thaw Kaung [ U Thaw kaung |WYU
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035 ##  JUCMAL.UnionCatalog)0022-3055
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260 ## |\@Yangon'bGant gaw - Myains Sarpay\c2010

250p. bmap. , photos\c22 cm.
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Location of books and Universities libraries name can be found. If you want to know the short

form of libraries click on Menu bar.

5
Location Codes - Mozilla Firefox

uc.udmyanmar.org/elib/elibhelp aethelp. asp?callerke

=

| Cireulation

1G&callang=0

Location Codes (Member Library Codes)

Bago University Library - SgrononcfoSenfogoSciod
Dagon University Library - spdoaoacfebenfospdcfod

3

ing, +UBcat=autskin=ulipp="

2

c

2§ - coogle

ie<' Central Library

http:/fuc.udmyan.. f=A: @111

DALUY Department of Anthropology Library, YU - sgaooceagpsenpaaiolod egopfosma]
DWUL Dawei University Library - conouamens§odenjoipiodos Ibetail Card/MARC [E—— A
EYU  University of East Yangon Library - efopiaeq 38 caomcdcSerfmpdcdod T ——
HUL  Hinthada University Library - 3sba00 os0a03cSenreSolod
KLU University of Kalay Library - onecomnorfeSenmialoigd 29 \
MBU  Maubin University Library - spoS o:moﬁoﬁo:@éi- =
MLCL Myanmar Language Commission Library - Gierc38sfromanecmsofegfelai :g s .
MLM  Mavanyine Usiversty Libray - o5eof§ ooemsfebeizbolod ng Location codes
MUL  University of Mandalay Library - ez etos odaosfeden[ogoSciod - ™
PUL  Pyay University Library - poooonaBcSenfmipiodod o o
TUL  Taunggyi Univesity Library - coodoh: ooomaBeSenfoipdois o frure
UCL  Universities' Central Library - 0d0m08 cSaprooienrilodcd = o
UMKNL University of Myitlyina Library - [g8fye ooomfedenfogpdedos d Burmese Books  compiled by U Thaw Kaung [UCL
UYL  University of Yangon Library - qfopbonon shobenfogpiofcd Lript studies and myanmar lterature /UT _[VUDE
WYU  University of West Yangon Library - cﬁnﬁmﬁpry‘if)&- mma@rﬁm@éoﬁnﬁ IMUL
YDBL  Yadanshon University Library - 9409 oooaadeSenfogpfofod script studies and Myanmr literature /U UG
YTU  Yangon Technological University Library - efopipompys oooaadedenfogpfodod  |kaipt studies and Myanmar Literature /UT  [WYU
YUDE  University of Distance Education Library, Yangon - efopdazeomnd oomodcbenjoge  |[550C beauty =2t
YUE  Yangon University of Economic library - qfop§Bipiacy ooomaeSen[mipdold ecmrkchea yi/l M haniag o
YUFL  University of Foreign Languages Library, Yangon - eS8 pmmam onmaeer [ ooty (U Thaw Kaung i
|| sE=nic beauty /U Thaw Kaung muc
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19 B95.84Th @ Myanmar Wenderland /U Thaw Kaung [YUFL
20 [p52.1Th ® selected writings of U Thaw Kaung /U Thaw kaung YU
21 P58.1Th ® selected writings of U Thaw Kaung /U Thaw Kaung
22 pss.1vi ® selected writings of U ¥i Sein (1924-2005) / Compiled by U Thaw Kaung Jua
|23 bss.1Th [ selected writtings of U Thaw Kauna /U Thaw Kaung
[ 24 ppa.og e [@ The Leamed Librarian of Myanmar /U Tha Kaung fu

Jjavasaipthelpwin(DIG",0)




Expert search

Each Universities Catalog can be visited in expert search
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Card/MARC

+ Back to Previous Page | Current Database : UnionCatalog

Search Word| Phrase: From :

|Thaw Kaung, U IGenecaI Keyword j
Location:

} UCL - Universities' Central Library ~|

Search in All Libraries {or) Select Library =

BUL - Bago University Library

DALUY - Department of Anthropology Library, Y1J
DUL - Dagon University Library

DWUL - Dawei University Library

EYL - University of East Yangon Library

HUL - Hinthada University Libs . A .

KLU - Urivensy of Kotay Lioany” Choose the individual library
MELU - Maubin University Library

MLCL - Myanmar Language Commission Library

MLM - Mawlamyine University Library
MUL - University of Mandalay Library
PUL - Pyay University Librany

TUL - Taunggyi Univesity Libs

i

Myitkyina Library —
UYL - University of Yangon Library

WYL - University of West Yangon Library

YDBL - Yadanabon University Library

YTU - Yangon Technological University Libra A

Keyword search

Keyword search — e.g. “Myanmar History”
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« Back to Previous Page | Current Database : UnionCatalog

Search Word[Phrase :|Myanmar History
From 3| General Keyword

Searched List -| - Select word/phrase - d
Fand TCor Onot O pdpcent ©wah
Searched List :I - Select word/phrase —j
st |

Search Result : Occurence List
[ Occurrence

Row ‘Kewnrd

‘ [Author [ Title [Subject [General et
| 1 |®wyanmer [ 937 [2281 [ 3527 [ 7841 [ soms
| 2 |®Hstory | 55 [33m | 7695 [ 11859 | sou7
| 3 |® Myanmer ~ History | /A [ 266 <@ Total result (866)




Title results of “Myanmar History” with Location

FAs UNION CATALOG OF
\S
4 MYANMAR ACADEMIC LIBRARIES

Home
Title List 1 - 20 of 868
m| Call Number [Heading [Location
IT |959-121 By Ref: |@ A brief history of Kayah State (Karenni State) [ by Byuha Khin |UY|-
IT |959.1 Kh |@ A brief of overview of Myanmar 2012 /U Khin Mg Win |UC|-
IT |959.1 Br |@ A Erief overview of Myanmar 2012 |MUL
IT |959.104 ch |@ A brief study of the Burma Campaign 1943-45 / 5.G.Chaphekar |UC|-
IT |920 Ti |@ A Burmese heart / Tinsa Naw - Naing & Y.M.\.Han |UCL
IT |959.125 ch |@ A chronide of the mons [ translated by Tun Aung Chain |YUDE
IT |959.125 ch |@ A chronide of the mons [ translated by Tun Aung Chin |YUDE
l? |De |@ A Class-Book of Burmese History |M|-CL
IT |959.1Ta |@ A condse history of Myanmar and the Tatmadaw's role 1943-1938 vol. II [ Tatmadaw Researcher |UCL
m |959.105 Sa |@ A description of the Burmese empire [ Revnd.Father Sangermano |UC|-
IT |959.1 De |@ A DESCRIPTICN of the Burmese Empire / Revnd Father Son german |UC|-
l? |959-104 Sa Ref: |@ A Guide to colonial sources on Burma ethnic & minority histories of Burma in the India office |UYL
l? |959-1 Su |@ A historical study on the life of hermit U Hkanti and his religious activities in and around M ||""|UL
m |959-1 Yu |@ A history of Arakan past and present [ Dr. Mohammed Yunns |UCL
[15 e |® a History of Burma e
I? |959.1 Ht |@ A history of Burma /Maung Htin Aung |MBU
l? |959.1 Ht |@ A history of Burma [/ Maung Htin Aung |HU|-
l? |959.102 So |@ A history of Han Lin Gyi in historical persepctive ... [ Soe Aye ||""|UL
l? |959.1 Ca |@ A history of modern Burma { John F, Cady |PU|-
IE |959.1 Au |@ A history of Myanmar scence andent times traditions and transformations [ Michael Aung Thwin |PUL
@e

Member Libraries

1. Universities” Central Library

2. University of Yangon Library

3. Bago University Library

4. Dagon University Library

5. Dawei University Library

6. Department of Anthropology Library, University of Yangon
7. Hinthada University Library

8. Kalay University Library

9. Maubin University Library

10. Mawlamyine University Library

11. Myanmar Language Commission Library
12. Pyay University Library

13. Taunggyi Univesity Library



14. University of Distance Education Library, Yangon
15. University of East Yangon Library

16. University of Foreign Languages , Yangon

17. University of Mandalay Library

18. University of Myintkyina Library

19. University of West Yangon Library

20. Yadanabon University Library

21. Yangon University of Economic Library

22. Yangon University of Education

23. Yangon Technological University Library

Type of Union Catalog

Union Catalog of Myanmar Academic Libraries is Physical Union Catalog. Advantages
of Physical Union Catalog are centralized control over hardware, software and bandwidth and
consistency in indexing and searching. It also do high-quality consolidation of records and better

quality control in original cataloguing.
Advantages of UCMAL

It enables librarians can search and check the catalog when cataloging of new books
and can use copy cataloging. Librarian can provide Inter-library Loan service. And then
maintain Quality of the records by allowing experienced catalogers to edit the records. It
enables students, researcher and all users can search any / all of these libraries using a single
web based user interface from anywhere on the internet and they can know which libraries the

titles are available.
Conclusion

It is useful for Researchers, Librarians and every Patron as they assist in locating and requesting
materials from other libraries through interlibrary loan service. The development of Union
Catalog of Myanmar Academic Libraries records involved participation of 23 “participating

libraries” in Myanmar, which contribute their library’s bibliographic data or catalog records to



all the users. It is recognized as bibliographic information tracking device that could locate
information around the 23 Libraries in Myanmar Country. It is effective for Myanmar libraries,

researchers and all users.
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